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to the established form, the Novgorod chronicler was undecided
which one to uphold, and yet at the time he was recording his
doubts, the Russian churchmen had already obtained a criterion
which gave preference to the Russian practice over the Greek
theory*
The Greeks digressed from pure Orthodoxy, while the Russians
from the early days of the Fathers observed it sacredly; therefore
in the presence of differences in church forms and rites, the prefer-
ence should be given the national Russian forms, as being truly
Orthodox. Moreover, since there arose a doubt about the purity of
the Greek faith, these differences acquired a special significance,
for they proved definitely that Greek Orthodoxy was corrupt, and
that of Russia sound. The greatest and most important task of Rus-
sian piety was now to safeguard carefully everything which did not
resemble that of the Greeks.
Taking all this in consideration we shall be able to understand
why the differences in church practice, trifling though they may be,
became the object of special attention. The grandfathers and great-
grandfathers, while noticing these peculiarities, tried to justify them
by saying, "So it is done in the Greek Church," but the grand-
children and great-grandchildren, on the contrary, saw the best
proof of the righteousness of their national religious peculiarities
in that the latinized and moslemized Greek Church "no longer
does it." They now tried zealously to discover and reveal in the
distinction of form a distinction of spirit, If the Greeks did not hold
two fingers in making the sign of the cross, or did thrice the hal-
lelujah, then it showed that they had no true belief in the dogma of
the Holy Trinity and understood erroneously the relation between
the divine and human substance of Christ. If in ecclesiastical pro-
cessions they walked against the sun, then obviously they refused
to follow in the footsteps of Christ, thus treading on hell, the world
of eternal gloom.
What was the attitude of the secular and clerical authorities of
the sixteenth century towards these Russian ideas, which a hun-
dred years later were to be condemned as schismatic? It is now
generally established that the authorities treated the preservation
of these ancient peculiarities of the national church with sympathy
and encouragement, thereby hallowing them in the eyes of the